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a 
dw

ell
ing

 u
nit

 a
s 

de
sc

rib
ed

 in
 S

ec
tio

n 8
3.4

3, 
F.S

. 

W
alk

 th
ro

ug
h 

the
 p

re
mi

se
s 

to 
ide

nti
fy 

an
y 

pr
ob

lem
s 

tha
t s

ho
uld

 
be

 fix
ed

 B
EF

OR
E 

yo
u 

re
nt.

 Ta
ke

 p
ict

ur
es

, v
ide

o 
or

 m
ak

e 
no

tes
 o

f 

W
ho

 is
 R

es
po

ns
ib

le
? 

O
ra

l a
nd

 W
ri

tt
en

 R
en

ta
l 

A
gr

ee
m

en
ts

 

D
ep

os
it

 a
nd

 R
en

t 
R

eq
ui

re
m

en
ts

 

Yo
u 

an
d 

yo
ur

 l
an

dlo
rd

 s
ha

re
 m

an
y 

of 
the

 r
es

po
ns

ibi
liti

es
. 

Ma
int

en
an

ce
 o

f t
he

 p
re

mi
se

s 
is 

a 
go

od
 e

xa
mp

le.
 Y

ou
r l

an
dlo

rd
 

mu
st 

pr
ov

ide
 a

 h
ea

lth
y, 

pr
op

er
ly 

ma
int

ain
ed

 p
lac

e 
for

 y
ou

 to
 liv

e. 
Yo

u 
ar

e 
re

qu
ire

d 
to 

ke
ep

 th
e 

pr
em

ise
s 

in 
go

od
 c

on
dit

ion
 a

nd
 to

 
oc

cu
py

 th
em

 as
 a 

pe
ac

efu
l n

eig
hb

or.
 

Th
er

e 
ar

e 
ce

rta
in 

re
sp

on
sib

ilit
ies

 t
ha

t 
ap

ply
 t

o 
ea

ch
 p

ar
ty 

as
 

ou
tlin

ed
 by

 la
w.

 

Th
e L

an
dl

or
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), 
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Th
e l

an
dlo

rd
’s 

re
sp

on
sib

ilit
ies

 w
ill 

de
pe

nd
 on

 th
e t

yp
e o

f r
en

tal
 

un
it. 

Th
e l

an
dlo

rd
 at

 al
l ti

me
s d

ur
ing

 th
e t

en
an

cy
 sh

all
: 

Se
cti

on
 8

3.
51

(1
)(a

)(b
), 

F.S
. 

• 
Co

mp
ly 

wi
th 

the
 re

qu
ire

me
nts

 of
 ap

pli
ca

ble
 bu

ild
ing

, h
ou

sin
g 

an
d h

ea
lth

 co
de

s; 
or

 
• 

W
he

re
 th

er
e a

re
 no

 ap
pli

ca
ble

 bu
ild

ing
, h

ou
sin

g o
r h

ea
lth

 
co

de
s, 

ma
int

ain
 th

e r
oo

f, w
ind

ow
s, 

sc
re

en
s, 

flo
or

s, 
ste

ps
, 

po
rch

es
, e

xte
rio

r w
all

s, 
fou

nd
ati

on
s a

nd
 al

l o
the

r s
tru

ctu
ra

l 
co

mp
on

en
ts 

in 
go

od
 re

pa
ir a

nd
 ca

pa
ble

 of
 re

sis
tin

g n
or

ma
l 

for
ce

s a
nd

 lo
ad

s a
nd

 th
e p

lum
bin

g i
n r

ea
so

na
ble

 w
or

kin
g 

co
nd

itio
n. 

Th
e l

an
dlo

rd
’s 

ob
lig

ati
on

s m
ay

 be
 al

ter
ed

 or
 m

od
ifie

d i
n w

riti
ng

 

Se
cti
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, F
.S

. 
A 

lan
dlo

rd
 h

as
 th

e 
dis

cre
tio

n 
to 

co
lle

ct 
va

rio
us

 d
ep

os
its

 a
s w

ell
 a

s 
so

me
 re

nt 
in 

ad
va

nc
e. 

Th
es

e 
ad

va
nc

e 
pa

ym
en

ts 
ge

ne
ra

lly
 v

ar
y 

in 
ra

ng
e. 

Be
 c

ar
efu

l a
bo

ut 
ma

kin
g 

an
y 

de
po

sit
 u

nle
ss

 a
 d

efi
nit

e 
de

cis
ion

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
ma

de
 to

 m
ov

e 
int

o 
the

 u
nit

. A
 te

na
nt 

wh
o 

pu
ts 

do
wn

 a
 d

ep
os

it b
ut 

the
n 

de
cid

es
 n

ot 
to 

oc
cu

py
 th

e 
un

it M
AY

 N
OT

 
be

 e
nti

tle
d 

to 
a 

re
fun

d. 
If 

a 
de

po
sit

 is
 n

on
-re

fun
da

ble
, it

 sh
ou

ld 
be

 
sta

ted
 in

 th
e r

en
tal

 ag
re

em
en

t. 

A 
da

ma
ge

 d
ep

os
it 

is 
the

 m
os

t c
om

mo
n 

re
qu

ire
me

nt 
of 

lan
dlo

rd
s. 

At
 th

e 
tim

e 
of 

the
 p

re
-re

nta
l w

alk
-th

ro
ug

h 
wi

th 
the

 la
nd

lor
d, 

yo
u 

sh
ou

ld 
ma

ke
 n

ote
 o

f d
am

ag
ed

 ite
ms

 o
r a

re
as

, w
or

n 
ru

gs
, b

ro
ke

n 
fix

tur
es

, e
tc.

 an
d g

ive
 a 

co
py

 to
 th

e l
an

dlo
rd

. K
ee

p a
 co

py
 fo

r y
ou

r 
file

s, 
wh

ich
 m

ay
 he

lp 
eli

mi
na

te 
or

 m
ini

mi
ze

 di
sp

ute
s l

ate
r. 

W
he

n 
yo

u 
mo

ve
 o

ut,
 th

e 
lan

dlo
rd

 m
us

t e
ith

er
 re

tur
n 

yo
ur

 d
ep

os
it 

wi
thi

n 1
5 d

ay
s o

f te
rm

ina
tio

n o
f th

e r
en

tal
 ag

re
em

en
t, i

f th
e l

an
dlo

rd
 

do
es

 n
ot 

int
en

d 
to 

im
po

se
 a

 c
lai

m 
up

on
 th

e 
se

cu
rity

 d
ep

os
it; 

or
 

jus
tify

 in
 w

riti
ng

 by
 ce

rtifi
ed

 m
ail

, to
 th

e t
en

an
t’s

 la
st 

kn
ow

n m
ail

ing
 

ad
dr

es
s 

wi
thi

n 
30

-d
ay

s 
up

on
 te

rm
ina

tio
n 

of 
a 

re
nta

l a
gr

ee
me

nt,
 

as
 to

 w
hy

 th
ey

 a
re

 ke
ep

ing
 a

 p
or

tio
n 

of 
or

 a
ll o

f t
he

 d
ep

os
it. 

If 
the

 
no

tic
e i

s n
ot 

se
nt 

as
 re

qu
ire

d w
ith

in 
the

 30
-d

ay
 pe

rio
d, 

the
 la

nd
lor

d 
for

fei
ts 

his
/he

r r
igh

t to
 im

po
se

 a 
cla

im
 up

on
 th

e d
ep

os
it, 

un
les

s y
ou

 
fai

l to
 gi

ve
 pr

op
er

 no
tic

e p
rio

r t
o v

ac
ati

ng
. 
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Un
les

s 
yo

u 
ob

jec
t t

o 
the

 im
po

sit
ion

 o
f t

he
 la

nd
lor

d’s
 c

lai
m 

or
 th

e 
am

ou
nt 

the
re

of 
wi

thi
n 1

5 d
ay

s a
fte

r r
ec

eip
t o

f th
e l

an
dlo

rd
’s 

no
tic

e 
of 

int
en

tio
n 

to 
im

po
se

 a
 c

lai
m,

 th
e 

lan
dlo

rd
 m

ay
 th

en
 d

ed
uc

t t
he

 
am

ou
nt 

of 
his

 or
 he

r c
lai

m 
an

d s
ha

ll r
em

it t
he

 ba
lan

ce
 of

 th
e d

ep
os

it 
to 

yo
u 

wi
thi

n 
30

 d
ay

s 
aft

er
 th

e 
da

te 
of 

the
 n

oti
ce

 o
f i

nte
nti

on
 to

 
im

po
se

 a
 cl

aim
 fo

r d
am

ag
es

.  
If 

yo
u 

ob
jec

t t
o 

the
 la

nd
lor

d’s
 cl

aim
, 

yo
u 

ma
y 

file
 a

 c
om

pla
int

 w
ith

 th
e 

De
pa

rtm
en

t o
f A

gr
icu

ltu
re

 a
nd

 
Co

ns
um

er
 S

er
vic

es
 o

r i
ns

titu
te 

an
 a

cti
on

 in
 a

 c
ou

rt 
of 

co
mp

ete
nt 

jur
isd

ict
ion

 to
 ad

jud
ica

te 
the

 la
nd

lor
d’s

 rig
ht 

to 
the

 se
cu

rity
 de

po
sit

. 

wi
th 

re
sp

ec
t to

 a 
sin

gle
-fa

mi
ly 

ho
me

 or
 du

ple
x. 
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cti
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)(a
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), 
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Un
les

s o
the

rw
ise

 ag
re

ed
 in

 w
riti

ng
, in

 ad
dit

ion
 to

 th
e a

bo
ve

 
re

qu
ire

me
nts

, th
e l

an
dlo

rd
 of

 a 
dw

ell
ing

 un
it o

the
r t

ha
n a

 si
ng

le-
fam

ily
 ho

me
 or

 du
ple

x s
ha

ll, 
at 

all
 tim

es
 du

rin
g t

he
 te

na
nc

y, 
ma

ke
 

re
as

on
ab

le 
pr

ov
isi

on
s f

or
: 

• 
Ex

ter
mi

na
tio

n o
f r

ats
, m

ice
, a

nts
, w

oo
d d

es
tro

yin
g o

rg
an

ism
s, 

an
d b

ed
 bu

gs
. 

• 
Lo

ck
s a

nd
 ke

ys
. 

• 
Cl

ea
n a

nd
 sa

fe 
co

nd
itio

ns
 of

 co
mm

on
 ar

ea
s. 

• 
Ga

rb
ag

e r
em

ov
al 

an
d o

uts
ide

 re
ce

pta
cle

s. 
• 

Fu
nc

tio
nin

g f
ac

ilit
ies

 fo
r h

ea
t d

ur
ing

 w
int

er,
 ru

nn
ing

 w
ate

r, a
nd

 
ho

t w
ate

r. 
• 

A 
wo

rki
ng

 sm
ok

e d
ete

cti
on

 de
vic

e I
f th

e d
we

llin
g i

s a
 si

ng
le-

fam
ily

 ho
me

 or
 du

ple
x. 

Th
is 

do
es

 no
t m

ea
n t

ha
t th

e l
an

dlo
rd

 is
 ob

lig
ate

d t
o p

ay
 fo

r 
uti

liti
es

, w
ate

r, f
ue

l o
r g

ar
ba

ge
 re

mo
va

l, a
lth

ou
gh

 a 
lan

dlo
rd

 m
ay

 
ch

oo
se

 to
 do

 so
. O

the
r p

ro
vis

ion
s r

ele
va

nt 
to 

a r
en

tal
 ag

re
em

en
t 

ma
y a

lso
 be

 al
ter

ed
 in

 w
riti

ng
. 

Th
e T

en
an

t  
   

Se
cti

on
 8

3.
52

, F
.S

. 
A 

ten
an

t, a
t a

ll t
im

es
 du

rin
g t

he
 te

na
nc

y s
ha

ll: 

• 
Co

mp
ly 

wi
th 

all
 bu

ild
ing

, h
ou

sin
g a

nd
 he

alt
h c

od
es

. 
• 

Ke
ep

 th
e d

we
llin

g c
lea

n a
nd

 sa
nit

ar
y. 

• 
Re

mo
ve

 ga
rb

ag
e f

ro
m 

the
 dw

ell
ing

 in
 a 

cle
an

 an
d s

an
ita

ry 
ma

nn
er.

 
• 

Ke
ep

 pl
um

bin
g fi

xtu
re

s c
lea

n, 
sa

nit
ar

y, 
an

d i
n r

ep
air

. 
• 

Us
e a

nd
 op

er
ate

 in
 a 

re
as

on
ab

le 
ma

nn
er

 al
l e

lec
tric

al,
 

plu
mb

ing
, s

an
ita

ry,
 he

ati
ng

, v
en

tila
tin

g, 
air

-co
nd

itio
nin

g a
nd

 
oth

er
 fa

cil
itie

s a
nd

 ap
pli

an
ce

s, 
inc

lud
ing

 el
ev

ato
rs.

 
• 

No
t d

es
tro

y, 
de

fac
e, 

da
ma

ge
, im

pa
ir, 

or
 re

mo
ve

 an
y p

ar
t o

f th
e 

pr
em

ise
s o

r p
ro

pe
rty

 be
lon

gin
g t

o t
he

 la
nd

lor
d n

or
 pe

rm
it a

ny
 

pe
rso

n t
o d

o s
o. 

• 
Co

nd
uc

t h
im

se
lf o

r h
er

se
lf, 

an
d r

eq
uir

e o
the

r p
er

so
ns

 on
 th

e 
pr

em
ise

s w
ith

 hi
s o

r h
er

 co
ns

en
t, t

o c
on

du
ct 

the
ms

elv
es

, in
 

a m
an

ne
r t

ha
t d

oe
s n

ot 
un

re
as

on
ab

ly 
dis

tur
b t

he
 te

na
nt’

s 
ne

igh
bo

rs 
or

 co
ns

titu
te 

a b
re

ac
h o

f th
e p

ea
ce

. 

A 
re

nta
l 

ag
re

em
en

t 
(co

mm
on

ly 
re

fer
re

d 
to 

as
 l

ea
se

s) 
is 

an
 

ag
re

em
en

t t
o 

re
nt 

pr
op

er
ty.

 R
en

tal
 a

gr
ee

me
nts

 m
ay

 b
e 

eit
he

r 
wr

itte
n 

or
 o

ra
l. 

 M
os

t r
en

tal
 a

gr
ee

me
nts

 a
re

 w
ritt

en
 b

ec
au

se
 o

ra
l 

ag
re

em
en

ts 
ca

n 
be

 su
bje

ct 
to 

mi
su

nd
er

sta
nd

ing
s a

nd
 a

re
 d

iffi
cu

lt 
to 

pr
ov

e. 
A 

wr
itte

n 
re

nta
l a

gr
ee

me
nt 

ca
n 

be
 a

 fo
rm

al 
co

ntr
ac

t, 
or

 
sim

ply
 a

 co
py

 o
f a

 le
tte

r s
tat

ing
 th

e 
rig

hts
 a

nd
 o

bli
ga

tio
ns

 o
f b

oth
 

the
 la

nd
lor

d a
nd

 te
na

nt.
 

Flo
rid

a 
law

 re
qu

ire
s t

ha
t n

oti
ce

s t
o 

an
d 

fro
m 

a 
lan

dlo
rd

 m
us

t b
e 

in 
wr

itin
g, 

ev
en

 if 
the

 re
nta

l a
gr

ee
me

nt 
is 

or
al.

 A
lw

ay
s r

eta
in 

a c
op

y o
f 

an
y c

or
re

sp
on

de
nc

e t
o a

nd
 fr

om
 yo

ur
 la

nd
lor

d. 
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), 
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If 
the

 re
nta

l a
gr

ee
me

nt 
co

nta
ins

 n
o 

pr
ov

isi
on

 a
s t

o 
du

ra
tio

n 
of 

the
 

ten
an

cy
, th

e d
ur

ati
on

 is
 de

ter
mi

ne
d b

y t
he

 pe
rio

ds
 fo

r w
hic

h r
en

t is
 

pa
ya

ble
 (w

ee
k-t

o-
we

ek
, m

on
th-

to-
mo

nth
, e

tc.
). 

Al
l o

the
r t

er
ms

 a
re

 
eit

he
r t

ho
se

 sp
ec

ific
all

y a
dd

re
ss

ed
 b

y l
aw

 o
r t

ho
se

 th
at 

ar
e 

pa
rt 

of 
the

 ag
re

em
en

t b
etw

ee
n y

ou
 an

d y
ou

r la
nd

lor
d. 

A
cc

es
s 

to
 t

he
 P

re
m

is
es

 

Se
cti

on
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3.
53

(2
), 

F.S
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On
ce

 yo
u a

gr
ee

 to
 re

nt 
a d

we
llin

g, 
yo

ur
 rig

ht 
to 

po
ss

es
sio

n i
s m

uc
h 

the
 s

am
e 

as
 if

 y
ou

 o
wn

ed
 it

. H
ow

ev
er,

 th
e 

lan
dlo

rd
 c

an
 e

nte
r a

t 
re

as
on

ab
le 

tim
es

 w
ith

 pr
op

er
 no

tic
e t

o i
ns

pe
ct,

 m
ak

e n
ec

es
sa

ry 
or

 
ag

re
ed

 re
pa

irs
, d

ec
or

ati
on

s, 
alt

er
ati

on
s 

or
 im

pr
ov

em
en

ts,
 s

up
ply

 
ag

re
ed

 s
er

vic
es

 o
r s

ho
w 

it 
to 

a 
pr

os
pe

cti
ve

 o
r a

ctu
al 

pu
rch

as
er,

 
ten

an
t, m

or
tga

ge
e, 

wo
rke

r o
r c

on
tra

cto
r. 

an
y 

qu
es

tio
na

ble
 c

on
dit

ion
s 

an
d 

inc
lud

e 
pr

ov
isi

on
s 

for
 re

pa
irs

 in
 

the
 re

nta
l a

gr
ee

me
nt 

or
 in

 a
 se

pa
ra

te 
wr

itte
n 

do
cu

me
nt 

sig
ne

d 
by

 
bo

th 
pa

rtie
s. 

A 
ten

an
t i

s 
an

 e
qu

al 
pa

rty
 w

ith
 th

e 
lan

dlo
rd

. Y
ou

 n
ev

er
 h

av
e 

to 
ag

re
e 

to 
an

y 
re

nta
l a

rra
ng

em
en

t. 
Be

for
e 

re
nti

ng
 a

 d
we

llin
g, 

be
 

su
re

 th
e r

en
tal

 ag
re

em
en

t c
ov

er
s A

LL
 th

e i
ss

ue
s a

dd
re

ss
ed

 in
 th

is 
br

oc
hu

re
. B

efo
re

 yo
u 

sig
n, 

ma
ke

 su
re

 yo
u 

tho
ro

ug
hly

 u
nd

er
sta

nd
 

the
 te

rm
s 

of 
the

 a
gr

ee
me

nt.
 If

 y
ou

 D
ON

’T 
un

de
rst

an
d, 

DO
N’

T 
sig

n 
the

 re
nta

l a
gr

ee
me

nt.
 T

he
re

 is
 n

o 
gr

ac
e 

pe
rio

d 
all

ow
ed

 fo
r 

ca
nc

eli
ng

 re
nta

l a
gr

ee
me

nts
, s

o 
if y

ou
 si

gn
, y

ou
 a

re
 b

ou
nd

 to
 th

e 
ag

re
em

en
t. 

 

 

    
   

 


